contemporary corporate globalization, neoliberal hegemony and US military dominance is contested.
5 Th e movements that converge at WSF articulate so different strategies, demands, ideologies, groups and technologies that if understood as one movement, as della Porta (2007) argues, it is a movement united around heterogeneity, a quite unusual identity of a movement 6 For the purpose of my argument it is irrelevant if the movement is one or several. We know for a fact that several movements are converging at the WSF. Still, as an arena for world politics, in which contending social groups form the politics of the world, WSF is simply not enough, since it only unites one part in the struggle, excluding its opponents. 7, 8 But WSF is one part in the constitution of an infrastructure of world politics, as a potential candidate of what until recently was mainly a theoretical concept: a "global civil society". Against a united neoliberal globalization and US imperialism a global civil society will matter. Scattered societies and groups need to find their own empowering and mutual cooperation in order to stand a chance of self-defense and transformative struggle making other possible worlds a reality.
Th is article focuses on the specifics of the main institutional platform of the movement(s) -WSF -regarding its democratic and global quality and scope. Firstly, to what extent is WSF the forum of the social world, i.e. globally engaging the social groups of the world? Secondly, in what sense is WSF a participatory forum for the people that do participate? Th irdly, to what degree is the forum really the social world's own forum, i.e. is the decision-making of WSF democratic? And, as a conclusion then, is WSF possible to understand as a "democratic global civil society"? I will shortly consider other candidates of global civil society and discuss the contested and usually liberal and Western understanding of "civil society", just enough to make my argument clear. But I will not try to determine the conceptual limits of a "global civil society", its history or wider relations to the political economy and its global regimes, or its relation to the global justice movement(s). Th is is not the place to discuss globalization, the 
